
Jazz Journalists Association Survey Results

How long have you been a paid or volunteer music journalist?
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31%

38%  0-12 Months
 1-3 Years
 5-10 Years
 10-20 Years
 20+ Years

What aspect of music journalism has been a part of your career? (check all that apply)

Writer (print or online)
Blogger

Broadcaster
Book Author

Media or Publishing Support
Photographer

Podcaster
Videographer

Art or Design Creative
Editor

Artist Rep or Management
Webmaster, Web Publisher

Festival Bookings
Hobby
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Professional Experience



What percentage of your current work is paid?

42.9%

7.1%
4.8%

45.2%
75% to 100%
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25% to 50%
0% to 25%

What percentage of your current work is volunteer based?

47.6%

11.9%

40.5% 75% to 100%
50% to 75%
25% to 50%
0% to 25%



What kind of education has supported your career in journalism? (check all that apply)

Sel-Taught

Liberal Arts Degree

Professional Training

Music Degree

Undergraduate Communications

English Literature Degree

Graduate Communications

Undergraduate Arts Journalism

Fine or Design Arts Education

Library Science

Hotel Management

Obsessesion w/ Music
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The State of Music Journalism

33.3%

23.8%

42.9% Worse
Better
No Change

How do you feel about the state of music journalism as compared to five years ago?



If “Worse” which of the following factored into your answer? (check all that apply)

Increased scope/diversity of music reporting

Increased accessibility to music journalism

Better overall quality content

Broader spectrum of voices within music journalism

More professional opportunities

More overall recognition for music journalism

Increased compensation for professional work
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If “Better” which of the following factored into your answer? (check all that apply)

Poorer overall quality content

Less professional opportunities

Decreased compensation for professional work

Less recognition for music journalism

Music journalism appears to be shrinking in scope and influence

Decreased scope/diversity of reporting on music

Less accessibility to music journalism

Fewer outlets willing or able to pay for  writing

Bloggers or younger writers working for little to nothing

Cultural and geographical nepotism
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Associations and Music Journalism

9.5%

90.5%

No
Yes

Do you currently belong to any professional associations that support your work as                
a music journalist?

Professional Associations

Which associations do you currently belong to?

None

Society for Professional Journalists (SPJ)

World Jazz Network

Society of Authors

Jazz Journalists Association
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What kinds of membership expectations do you have with the associations you currently 
belong to? (check all that apply)

Networking opportunities

Professional development

Virtual events (educational etc.)

In-person meetings (conferances etc.)

Online resources (educational etc.)

Volunteer opportunities 

Professional (paid) opportunities
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Is there a specific price point that best fits your budget for association membership?

25.0%

25.0%

50.0%

$25 - $50 a year
$50 to $75 a year
$75 to $100 a year
More than $100 a year
Sliding scale


